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radioactive materials presumably existed before 1900, and yet it 
required organized "knowledge about" to direct the focus of 
attention to its phenomena. 

Finally, about one third of the volume is occupied with the 
papers read at symposia on the following questions: (1) Are 
Physical, Biological, and Psychological Categories Irreducible? by 
Dr. J. S. Haldane, Prof. D'Arcy W. Thompson, Dr. P. Chalmers 
Mitchell, and Prof. L. T. Hobhouse; and on (2) Do Finite In- 
dividuals Possess a Substantive or an Adjectival Mode of Being? by 
Prof. B. Bosanquet, Prof. A. S. Pringle-Pattison, Prof. G. F. 

Stout, and Lord Haldane. , _ XT 

A. E. Heath. 



ETHICS IN THE PERIODICALS. 

Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale, Mai-Juin, 1918. M. de 
Wulf gives an interesting account of Civilisation et Philosophie aux XII e 
et XIII e Sticks, founded on the belief that the philosophy, art, politics, 
and social conditions of the Middle Ages can only be properly understood 
if we give up the habit of interpreting it in terms of contemporary standards, 
and realise that they are interdependent factors in a civilisation other 
than our own. L'Art et la Philosophie is the third of the posthumous lec- 
tures of V. Delbos. He contended that philosophy, because it has inti- 
mate and indissoluble relations with human needs, offers to art imperish- 
able material; and further, that it is itself, in a certain way, a work of art. 
La Mitaphysique de Josiah Boyce, by G. Marcel, is the first part of a critical 
study of Royce written with great care and with sympathetic insight. In 
Reflexions sur la Force du Droit, R. H. disclaims the over simple opposition 
between right and might and attempts a fair statement of the will to 
power. But to the claims that the organised militarist state is a higher 
development worthy, by its increase in efficiency, of a greater place in the 
world, it is replied that organisation — replacing individualism — is only 
justified if it builds on the individual as a basis. The state does not pre- 
cede the nation and create it; it is only a superior will in proportion as it 
gains the consent of those subject to it. And on these lines, individualistic 
even to the extent of denying universal moral judgments, a defence of right 
is built up. 

Mind, N. S. 108, Oct., 1918. In The Rights and Wrongs of a Person, 
W. M. Thorburn concludes his strongly worded but stimulating series of 
articles. (See also Nos. 103 and 107.) Man is not the apex of creation; 
the world was not made for him, but he for the world. Man the Image of 
God, forsooth! That is only a piece of Man's vainglorious impudence; a 
complete contradiction of all the relevant facts. There is still the same 
mystery about the birth of a bull-pup and the birth of a baby. And it 
really would be shameful; not to take a safe shot at any pothunter or 
trophy-hunter, black or white, in order to save one of the fast-vanishing 
family of giraffes. The most effective servants of Satan are the impious 
imbeciles, who make a dirty little deity out of every lump of animated 
rubbish that can be classified under the Genus Homo of the Family Anthro- 
pini. L'Anthropolatrie: voila I'ennemi! must be the watchword of every 
God-fearing student of Science and Justice. Furthermore, since " Man is 
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a bridge and not a goal," the subservience of other men is essential to the 
development of wisdom. The presence of well-instructed men who have 
not to labour for their daily bread is important to a degree which cannot 
be overestimated. "Poverty produces masterpieces, and wealth smoth- 
ers," is only exceptionally true of mere literature; and is quite untrue of 
history, philosophy, and every kind of science. The author supports 
these fulminations against our maudlin age of levelling and overcrowding 
with a wealth of illustration from a vast array of subjects. His fierce op- 
position to democracy may be unpalatable to many of us; but it is free 
enough from cant to render it more acceptable than much that passes for 
support. 

The Hibbert Journal, Vol. XVII, 1, Oct., 1918. In What Sense is 
Survival Desirable? is an analysis by C. D. Broad of the notion of survival, 
made in order to see how far we should be justified in taking a more cheer- 
ful view of the world if it were true, and to examine the bearings of the no- 
tion on the question of optimism and pessimism. A refreshingly sane and 
clear discussion of a subject too often fuddled by avowed or unconscious 
emotional bias. L. P. Jacks in Arms and Men: A Study in Habit urges 
that arms, like clothes, are a normal part of human equipment; and there- 
fore, like clothes, they have played a notable part in moulding history, 
changing human character, and creating habits" of thought. To strip 
mankind of his arms suddenly would thus be the most complete return to 
the simple life imaginable. For a nation, or a league of nations, which had 
no armament would be, in a very real sense, naked. In other words our 
whole treatment of the question of disarmament must take into account 
the psychology of arms. A break with age-long national habits cannot 
be accomplished by a coup d'Stat. Dr. Jacks then outlines his plan for 
seizing on the danger, which the end of the war will bring to our industrial 
civilisation, as the necessary "shock" required to break up the crust of 
national use and wont; and for utilising that danger to create an impulse 
towards mutual insurance in international affairs. 

Scientia, Vol. XXIV, 8, 1918. J. A. Lindsay, Les dangers moraux de 
Veuthanasie. It is urged that, without invoking the sanctions of religion, 
and considering only the higher interests of the race, there are the gravest 
moral objections to euthanasia — and a fortiori to suicide and to all forms 
of infanticide. A. Hopkinson discusses, from the point of view of inter- 
national law, The Blockade as applied by Great Britain. Incidentally he 
makes a worthy protest against the clamour of a portion of the press in 
which vigour of language and violence of invective is equalled by its 
ignorance of the real facts and of the legal limitations which the country 
has repeatedly pledged itself to observe. Vol. XXIV, 10, 1918. A. 
Graziani in La politica economica e sociale per il dopo guerra, discusses the 
financial, political, and social readjustments which the change from war 
to peace will involve. Vol. XXIV, 11,1918. La guerre et la diffirenciation 
de I Europe, by F. Carli puts forward the thesis that a material as opposed 
to a formal explanation of the war is to be found in the fact that European 
history exhibits a process of differentiation — and not, as most sociologists 
believe, one of successive integration. The universalism of the Roman 
Empire has only slowly been split up by linguistic and psychological differ- 
entiation; but the change is none the less real, even in phenomena which 
appear at first sight to be a return to universalism — such as the socialist 
movement. According to this author, then, the German effort at a world 
hegemony was the final dying spurt of the flame of that form of univer- 
salism which is based on a denial of national heterogeneity. 

A. E. H. 



